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International Handbooks to the New Testament. Edited by 
Orello Cone, D.D. New York : G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1 

The Epistles to the Hebrews, Ephesians, and Philemon; the 
Pastoral Epistles ; the Epistles of James, Peter, and Jude, 
Together with a Sketch of the History of the Canon of 
the New Testament. By Orello Cone. 1901. Pp. 396. $2. 

The series, of which this is the third volume, is intended "to 
meet the wants of the general reader, and at the same time present 
the results of the latest scholarship and the most thorough critical 
investigation." Particular stress is laid, in the general preface, on the 
purpose of the writers to be free from dogmatic prepossessions. Pos- 
sibly there are prepossessions other than those usually called dogmatic, 
which have not been so sedulously avoided, but this is a matter in 
which even reviewers are liable to err. Those who have read Dr. 
Cone's earlier books, Gospel Criticism and Historical Christianity, The 
Gospel and its Earliest Interpretations, and Paul: the Man, the Mis- 
sionary and the Teacher, will not need to have his point of view in the 
present volume explained, or the methods by which its conclusions 
have been reached. 

The probable dates assigned to ten out of the eleven New Testa- 
ment documents mentioned in the title above are as follows : 

Hebrews, "between A. D. 80 and 90." 

Colossians, "at the end of the first century or in the first half of the 
second." 

Ephesians, later than Colossians, "possibly as late as A. D. 140." 

The epistles to Timothy and Titus, "between A. D. 118 and 140." 

James, " in the early years of the second century." 

First Peter, "in the first decade of the second century." 

Second Peter, "as late as the middle of the second century." 

Jude, " in the second century, but before 2 Peter." 

Philemon alone is considered to be from the hand of the apostle Paul. 

In the successive "Expositions" there is much excellent work. 
The notes on terms and sentence-connection are helpful and to the 
point. The chief defect, in the judgment of the present reviewer, is 
that the critical process absorbs too much attention. A book like this, 
intended for the general reader, should mainly occupy itself with inter- 
pretation. One notices, particularly in the epistle to the Ephesians, 
this disproportionate emphasis of the critical element. Admit, if we 
must, that it is not from Paul, but from a Christian of the second cen- 

"See this Journal, Vol. V (1901), pp. 148-50. 
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tury ; admitting also the defects of style referred to in the introduction, 
here is certainly a notable writing that has left its stamp upon the 
religious life and literature, not to say the doctrinal thought, of all the 
subsequent centuries. As such, it is entitled to a really appreciative 
interpretation, with less attention to what is, and is not, Pauline, and 
more effort to show to the reader, at its best, the work of this unknown 
writer. Literary critics like Coleridge, theologians like Sabatier, have 
recognized the sublimity of its conceptions, the coherence and vigor of 
its logical grasp. An eternal purpose, progressively realized in history, 
the universal church as the organic expression of the new life imparted 
to the race by an exalted Christ, the glimpse of 

.... one far-off divine event, 

To which the whole creation moves 

— whatever view be taken as to the historical or metaphysical validity of 
these conceptions, they have a moral value sufficient to justify special 
effort on the part of the interpreter to set them forth with vividness 
and force. 

The historical sketch of the New Testament canon which closes the 
volume is substantially an abridgment of the second chapter in Gospel 
Criticism, Dr. Cone's earlier work, widely known and quoted among 
biblical scholars. "Fourth century," in the last paragraph on p. 356, 
was, of course, meant to be "first century." 

Wm. Arnold Stevens. 
Rochester Theological Seminary, 
Rochester, N. Y. 

St. Paul and the Roman Law, and Other Studies on the Origin 
of the Form of Doctrine. By W. E. Ball. New York: 
Imported by Scribner, 1901. Pp. x + 218. $1.50, net. 

The essay which gives this volume its main title treats of St. Paul's 
metaphorical use of terms derived from the Roman law of adoption, 
inheritance, and guardianship. The author finds in Rom. 8: 14-16 
and Gal. 4:4-7 allusions to the Roman ceremony of adoption, which 
differed from that of sale into slavery only in the substitution of the 
word "son" for the word "slave;" and to the function of the witnesses 
in the Roman adoption, who testified that the word " son " had 
actually been used. The metaphor " heirs of God " is referred, not 
to Hebrew, but to Roman heirship, by which all children shared alike 
and were regarded as heirs from their birth and as copartners with 
the father, in right, though not in possession, during his lifetime. 



